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Letter for the Advent Sunday weekend 27th -29th Nov 2020 

  

Hi Everyone, 

Happy New Year! Despite you maybe being anxious to see the end of this rather difficult year, I’m actually 

talking about the Church’s year. This Sunday is the first in the season of Advent. A season that is both 

looking back and looking forward, back to the foretelling of the birth of Jesus and up to His birth, ahead to 



His second coming as victorious King taking up His throne. 

It’s a time for joy as we again recall the story of the coming of our Saviour, but also a time to take stock of 

our relationship with this King, and to think of his return, when both earth and heaven are reunited as one 

Kingdom. With that comes judgement, but for all who are disciples of Jesus, rapture, being caught up into 

His presence eternally. 

  

As Advent begins our Covid lockdown comes to an end on Wednesday, so I am really pleased to say that 

this Sunday (29th) will be our last pre-recorded service and from Sunday 6th normal Sunday morning 

services will resume in St John’s. It will still be premiered at 09-30 on Facebook and available later on 

both our Facebook page and website. As before seats will need to be booked in advance and face 

coverings should be worn, and as before singing will still not be able to happen. But it will be lovely to 

meet again for worship, if not back to 100% normality. 

For obvious reasons one casualty of the Covid measures will be our Carol service, instead we are hoping 

to record a joint whole Parish plus St Olave’s service that will be premiered on Facebook at 6pm on 

Sunday 20th December and will be available on our Facebook page and website afterwards. It will have 

readings and musical contributions from all four Church’s and the readings will come from places all 

around our Parish. 

  

On the subject of Christmas services, here is a list of the services happening in the parish over the 

Christmas period (usual booking for places and names in each of the churches) – more details to follow:  

o St Olave’s  

o  3pm Christmas Eve (Eucharist) 

o St Mary’s  

o Christmas Day 9.30am (Eucharist) 

o St John’s  

o Christingle (online) released Christmas eve at 3pm 

o Christmas Eve 11.30pm (in person service but will also be livestreamed) 

o Christmas Day (non eucharistic) 

o The Minster  

o Christmas eve – 11.30pm (in person service but will also be livestreamed) 

o Christmas Day (eucharistic) 11am 

  

Follow the Star 

Anne Smout from Carisbrooke St Mary’s has come up with a great suggestion for this Advent, here’s an 

extract from her letter: 

Our first Christmas as a new parish will be one in which our public worship will inevitably be very different, 

due to the Covid restrictions. 

I would like to suggest that we invite our parishioners to display a star in their windows. Many of us have a 

star decoration already and so there is no need to make anything new, but we can be as creative as we 

like; paper, card, crocheted, knitted and fabric stars are all relatively simple to make. This would combine 



 

the Follow the Star theme of the past couple of years – which I appreciate is not the C of E campaign this 

year – and the NHS rainbows many have put up during the pandemic.  We would ask our regular 

attenders to take part, but also use our individual church’s existing links to the local schools, care homes 

and community groups to encourage as many people as possible to join in. 

The stars can be made however and with whatever materials people have. The aim is not for them all to 

look perfect and certainly not for them all to look the same, but to be visible symbols of Christ’s birth on 

display throughout the parish. I think all 3 churches displayed illuminated stars outside the churches last 

year and I hope they can be brought out again this year. 

So come on you crafters young and old, lets make an impact in Newport with our creations for our 

windows this Advent. 

  

To end my letter this week I attach a copy of a letter from our dear friend Rev’d Janet Hallam, who as you 

know is Lead Chaplain at St Marys Hospital, she is appealing to you who do knitting and crochet 

 

Keep safe everyone, we are blessed with being one of only two areas in England to be in Tier 1 from the 

end of lockdown, please keep being cautious for now, maybe not so far off, there is light at the end of this 

tunnel in the form of a vaccine. 

Your friend in Christ 

Steve 

 

Dear All 

I don’t know if you can knit or crochet, but I am encouraging staff and anyone else interested to 

knit ‘Angels for Advent’.   These will be in the chapel over the Christmas period and then given to 

Wellow unit (end of life care ward) for single use for patients. If you are able or know anyone who 

can knit or crochet I would be very happy to receive Angels.  It has sparked more interest than I 

thought. 

  

Many thanks, 

Rev Janet Hallam 

Lead Chaplain 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Angels for Advent knitting pattern  
 



Angels for Advent crochet pattern  
 

Service Sheet for the First Sunday of Advent  
 

 

The online service can be found on St John's Facebook page or the front page of St John's 

website from 9.30am on Sunday morning. It is available to view later as well. 

 

Church opening times for private prayer: 

St John's    Wednesday   10.30 - 11.30am 

                    Saturday        10.30 - 11.30am 

St Mary's    Wednesday    2.00 - 3.00pm 

                    Sunday          10.30 - 11.30am 

St Olaves    As a small and rather isolated church building St. Olave’s cannot be left open 

for private prayer.  It can, however, be opened by request for a half hour of private prayer 

by ringing one of the churchwardens, Harriet Robinson on 01983 721766 or Liz Taylor 

on 01983 840575.  

 

 

If you prefer to join in with other services online, on the TV or radio here are a few -  

 8.10 Radio 4 Sunday Worship 

 9.00 Church of England Service on Facebook, Youtube and Church of England 

website 

 9.00 Diocesan Service streamed on the Diocesan website 

 13.15 BBC1 Songs of Praise 

 

 

Please tell anyone you know who does not have internet access about the services on the 

television and radio and also about the free dial-in worship phone line from the Church of 

England called Daily Hope. The number is 0800 804 8044 and it offers hymns, prayers and 

reflections 24 hours a day.  

 

 

Please tell anyone you know who does not have internet access about the services on the 

television and radio and also about the free dial-in worship phone line from the Church of 

England called Daily Hope. The number is 0800 804 8044 and it offers hymns, prayers and 

reflections 24 hours a day.  

  



 

  

Living Faith Course 

The next module (4 – Shaping the Church) will start after Christmas on Friday 

8th January, when the tutor will be Richard Smout, a Reader at St Mary's, 

Carisbrooke, and the Island Archivist.  It is the current expectation that this 

module will also need to be conducted by Zoom. 

  

New students are able to join the course at the start of any module, so if 

you  would like to embark on this course (or to find out more about 

it)  please  contact Rodney Fox (r.fox330@btinternet.com or 01983882291). 

More details can also be found on the Diocesan website 

at https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/mission-evangelism/living-faith/. 
 

   

Pew News 29th November, 2020  

 

ROOTS 29th November, 2020  
 

Children's Sheet 29th November, 2020  
 

 

Pictures from the facebook group 
  



 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 



 

Our mailing address is: 

admin@stjohnsnewport.org 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  

  

  

 


