
An Advent service of the Word 
 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said after which the first Advent candle is lit, and this 
prayer is used: 
 
 
 People of God awake! 

The day is coming soon 
when you shall see God face to face. 
Remember the ways and the works of God. 
God calls you out of darkness 
to walk in the light of his coming. 
You are God’s children. 
Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ 
today and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
 Come, thou long expected Jesus 
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in thee. 
 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 
Born thy people to deliver; 
Born a child and yet a king; 
Born to reign in us for ever; 
Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
By thine own eternal Spirit, 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit, 
Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

Invitation to confession 

When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

  



God our Father, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 

For turning away from you, 
and ignoring your will for our lives; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 

For behaving just as we wish, 
without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 

For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 

For living as if we were ashamed 
to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 
 

The president says  

 

May the God of love and power 
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’ or a 
more specific bidding.  

The Collect is said.  

Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 

That when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour 

We may be ready to receive him, 

Who is our Lord and our God  

All  Amen. 
 



¶   The Liturgy of the Word 

 
 

      Old Testament Reading 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
 
 

Psalm (with musical background) 
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 
 

Gospel Reading 

Mark 1:1-8 
 

Sermon 
 

Prayers 
The Creed 

The president says 

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,     
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 
All  This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
To the bidding:  
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 
  The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done,  



On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  

Conclusion 

 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry  
 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake, and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
Then cleansed by ev’ry breast from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within; 
Prepare we in our hearts a home, 
Where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without thy grace we waste away, 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
 
To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
And bid the fallen sinner stand; 
Shine forth and let thy light restore 
Earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
Whose advent doth thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 

 
      The Dismissal 

May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon us, 
scatter the darkness from before our path, 
and make us ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 

All  Amen. 



 

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
May the Lord, when he comes, 
find us watching and waiting. 
Amen. 

The ministers and people depart. 
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