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Letter from Ethne

Hello everyone, itʼs Ethne writing this week. Iʼve been making a point of getting out for a walk every day
and I find it fascinating to watch the changing seasons. Itʼs well and truly autumn now and the trees
around us are turning various shades of yellow, orange and crimson, lovely. I always feel very privileged to
watch wildlife in our garden and the numbers of birds are going up as winter approaches. This weekʼs
surprise was to watch a sparrowhawk for an hour and a half from our kitchen window as it plucked and ate
a pigeon – amazing.
But thereʼs no denying that, as the birds know, winter is coming and life wonʼt be as easy as in spring and
summer even if we are allowed to continue with the current restrictions. Itʼs harder to get out and see
others outside when itʼs cold, wet and windy, the long dark nights can be depressing and spring seems a
long, long time away. Itʼs more important than ever that we keep in touch to help and encourage those
around us at this time so please watch out for each other and contact someone if you need help or just
want someone to talk to. I know Steve and myself will be happy to do what we can and Iʼm sure our new
wardens, Pete and Flora will too.
There are some things we can look forward to in the churches over the winter as we move through the
season of Remembrance and start to look towards Advent and Christmas.
On November 1st (All Soulʼs Day) thereʼll be a service in Newport Minster in the late afternoon to
remember those who have died. Numbers in church have to be limited but the service will be
livestreamed. If you would like go to the service or have someone who has died mentioned please could
you let Pete (peter.whitlock@btinternet.com) or Flora (flora.bidge@gmail.com) know their names as soon
as possible. More details will follow.
Remembrance Sunday is on November 8th and will be our next family/All Age service. Once again weʼre
going to give priority booking to families including the Brownies, Guides and Cubs. The service will be
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livestreamed (and the video available later) on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com
/StJohnsChurchNewportIsleOfWight) as usual so you can join in even if you canʼt be with us in person.
Weʼre starting to make plans for Advent and Christmas, which weʼll let you know about nearer the time,
but please be assured that we will be celebrating Christmas as best we can in church and online,
depending on the situation then.
More immediately here are some other important things you need to know now.
Flora is taking over booking for services from this week. Please ring her on 652452 between 4pm and
7pm Mon to Sat to book your place or email services@stjohnsnewport.org. Book early to make sure of
your place as numbers are limited.
From now on the church will open at 10.30am on Wednesday mornings for private prayer before the 11am
Morning prayer service. Please come and join us if you can for this more reflective service.
Finally, during Holy Communion services we are only showing the first one or two people to take
communion on the livestream/video, the rest of the time weʼre showing the prayers for spiritual
communion (you wonʼt see these if youʼre in church) so most people will not appear on the video. In most
services we only video those leading the service but if you really donʼt want to be on camera please let us
know and weʼll make sure you are not seen.
God bless and keep safe,
Ethne

 

Services in Newport and Carisbrooke Parish - October, 2020

St Johnʼs
Sun     18th   9.30am     Morning Service
Wed    21st   11.00am   Morning Prayer, church open for private prayer from 10.30am

Please book Sunday service  by ringing Flora on 652452 between 4pm and 7 pm Mon to Sat to book your
place or email services@stjohnsnewport.org. Book early to make sure of your place as numbers are
limited

St Maryʼs
Sun   18th     9.30am       Holy Communion
Wed  21st      5.30pm     Evening Prayer, church open for private prayer from 5.00pm
Please book by emailing Peter Ednay at carisbrookestmarys@gmail.com.

Newport Minster
Everyday      9.00am      Daily Service
Sun 18th      11.00 am     Holy Communion with Zoom
If you would like a place in the Minster please message us or send an email to
services@newportminster.org
Please include your full name and a contact number for ʻTrack and Traceʼ purposes.
If you are unable to join us or would prefer to stay at home, your are welcome to join the Zoom
congregation, where you will be able to see and join in, with those in the Minster. To join us again
message us or send an email to media@newportminster.org

Sunday services at St Johnʼs are livestreamed to our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com
/StJohnsChurchNewportIsleOfWight/) and also available on the front page of our website
(www.stjohnsnewport.org) in the Facebook Feed. They can be viewed at the time of the service or later.
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Please remember face coverings must be worn in church unless you are exempt. Please put yours on
before you enter, use the hand gel provided when you enter and leave the building, and keep 2m distance
from those outside your household at all times so we can keep everyone as safe as possible. If you want
to chat to someone please do it outside the buildings in the churchyard.

As before, if you prefer to join in with a service online, on the TV or radio here are a few -

8.10 Radio 4 Sunday Worship
9.00 Church of England Service on Facebook, Youtube and Church of England
website
9.00 Diocesan Service streamed on the Diocesan website
13.15 BBC1 Songs of Praise - note the new time.
The Daily Hope Prayer Line offers services as well as reflections, prayers and music
and you can ring at any time of day or night - 0800 804 8044.

Thank You's from Harry & Nicola, Jane & Graham
 
Many thanks for the generous gifts and words of appreciation on retirement as warden. Looking forward to
planting the bulbs and then enjoying the wine and chocolates.
With our love. Harry and Nicola

 
 

THANK YOU
 
Thank you all so much for the lovely gifts we were given on Sunday morning, and a special thank you from
me for my card, I felt very loved.
 
Our Camelia has a lovely spot at the front of the house, we will nurture and look after it well.
 
Graham and Jane x
 

Reading through Matthew

The action has paused a bit in my readings through Matthew over the last few days. Initially heʼs in the
temple, where he denounces the scribes and Pharisees for hypocrisy in a serious of scathing woes. Again
and again he calls them blind for they donʼt see and understand either the law or Jesus properly.
Then, when the disciples point out how splendid the temple looks he prophesies its destruction and the
destruction of Jerusalem, linking them with his own second coming back to this world at some unknown
time in the future. This can be a confusing chapter but the message is clear. We must be ready, at all
times, for when Jesus returns if weʼre to join him in his kingdom.
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Pew News 18.10.20
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St John's Zoom meetings -
8.00pm Sunday Bible study and chat, everyone is welcome.

The log in for the meeting is

https://zoom.us/j/93433982598?pwd=Rjh0eEI3RjBMc0d0clN3RlB4eEJqZz09

Meeting ID: 934 3398 2598
Passcode: 448309

Pictures from the facebook group

ROOTS 18th October 2020

Children's Sheet 18th October, 2020
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