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Hello everyone and a very happy new year from Marian and I
Here we go again, Covid has reared its ugly head again, this time
though, our previously lightly hit Island has felt the full brunt of this new
variant of the illness. Over Christmas 8 members of our wider family
here on the Island went down with it and we had to isolate, so a very
quiet and worrying Christmas for us, but we were not alone by a long
chalk. Please, please do take care and follow all the precautions
issued by the government.
This time, there is light at the end of the tunnel with the vaccine rollout, in fact some of our church members have already had their first
dose, but this roll out will take months, so for now we must once again

adjust our lives and be patient, which is really tough for all those of you
who’ve been shielding for many months. As you can imagine church
can’t, in the light of this, proceed as normal, so I hand the rest of my
letter over to our Rector, Archdeacon Peter.
Steve

Suspension of Communal Worship
You may be aware that in conversation with the churchwardens and
ministry team we have decided following the Prime Minister’s
announcement of a national lockdown to suspend communal worship
in our buildings and close them for private prayer as well. This was a
unanimous decision and reflects both a sharp decrease in numbers
attending and the dramatic rise in Covid cases on the island as a result
of the new variant. Whilst I have been confident that the excellent
measures which all of our churches have put into place ensured we
were as safe as we could be, the changing situation meant this was no
longer the case. For the sake of both those attending worship, those
using our buildings for private prayer or space and for our volunteers
we feel we need to keep the buildings closed for now. This will of
course be kept under continual review. We will offer daily zoom prayer
and chat at 11am, a recorded service premiered at 9.30am on
Sundays and a live streamed service with zoom congregation at 11am.
The weekly zoom bible study group will also meet on Sunday
evenings. Details of all of these events and services can be found on
our websites and social media. Weekly emails will also continue which
also contain these details. If there is anyone in the congregation or
community who you are particularly concerned about then please

contact the churchwardens, Hannah or myself (Peter L).

Service Sheet for Sunday Holy Communion - Baptism of Christ

Sunday morning recorded service at St John’s will be streamed to our church Facebook
page (https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchNewportIsleOfWight/) and also available
on the front page of our website (www.stjohnsnewport.org) in the Facebook Feed. Services can
be viewed at the time of the service at 9.30 am or later.

Please see the websites of The Minster, St. Mary’s and St. Olave’s for
current information .

.
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If you prefer to join in with other services online, on the TV or radio here are a few 

8.10 Radio 4 Sunday Worship



9.00 Church of England Service on Facebook, Youtube and Church of England
website



9.00 Diocesan Service streamed on the Diocesan website



13.15 BBC1 Songs of Praise

Please tell anyone you know who does not have internet access about the services on the
television and radio and also about the free dial-in worship phone line from the Church of
England called Daily Hope. The number is 0800 804 8044 and it offers hymns, prayers and
reflections 24 hours a day.

There is now a Facebook page for the new parish. You can find it

at https://www.facebook.com/CofENewport/
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Zoom Bible Study
8.00pm Sundays
Please contact administrators for joining details.
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