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St John’s Pew News 
            Sharing Christ with others 

Sunday 29th November: Advent Sunday:  
 Darkness to Light Holy Communion Service  

Our service, shared with St. Mary’s and St. Olave’s,  will be streamed on the 
church Facebook page  at 9.30am on Sunday morning.   

(https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchNewportIsleOfWight/) and also available 
on the front page of our website (www.stjohnsnewport.org) in the Facebook Feed. 
They can be viewed at the time of the service or later. 
8.00pm St John’s Bible Study on Zoom (Please ask for details if you would like to 
join). 
Church opening times for private prayer: 
St. John’s: Wednesday- 10.30-11.30a.m. 
                    Saturday -     10.30-11.30a.m. 
St. Mary’s: Wednesday-  2-3p.m. 
                     Sunday-         10.30-11.30a.m. 
As a small and rather isolated church building, St. Olave’s cannot be left open for 
private prayer. It can, however, be opened by request for a half hour of private 
prayer by ringing one of the churchwardens, Harriet Robinson on 01983 721766 or 
Liz Taylor on 01983 840575. 
 
Please read Steve’s letter on the weekly email for  details of Christmas Services in 
the three churches, now we know that we are in Tier 1. 
 
A message from Janet Hallam, Hospital Chaplain:  We know many of you will be 
interested in  making Angels.  A pattern should be attached to the Weekly email. 
 
I am encouraging staff and anyone else interested to knit ‘Angels for 
Advent’.   These will be in the chapel over the Christmas period and then given to 
Wellow unit (end of life care ward) for single use for patients. If you are able or 
know anyone who can knit I would be very happy to receive Angels.  It has sparked 
more interest than I thought. 
  
Many thanks, 
Janet 

  
Please send any items for the  Pew News to the administrator by 6p.m. on 
Thursday. 

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchNewportIsleOfWight/
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This week please pray for: 

 For all those working on the development of a Covid Vaccine. 

 For the government and the future arrangements for  December and 
Christmas which are being announced. 

 All those who will find Lockdown difficult through loneliness or lack of 
finances. 

 For those waiting for hospital appointments and diagnosis. 

 Those unable to visit loved ones. 

 All places in the world where there is conflict and danger and those who 
have died or suffered there. 

 For David and Heather Sharland in Uganda. 

 David Soper, Sian and family, Dot and Lawrence, Avril, Paul and Mary, Barry 
and Sally, Brenda from Lunch club, Edna’s family and all those who we know 
personally. 

 For teachers, support staff and pupils in our schools, trying to manage the 
changing Covid situation. 

 All care workers and medical staff. 

 For Janet and all hospital chaplains. 

 For support for foodbanks. 

 Pray for our  Parish, that we may continue to work together in unity. 

 For the Planning application for the windows and 2020 submission. 
 

To add a prayer need or join the prayer chain contact Marian, (526632,)  
marianbretthill@yahoo.co.uk 

  
  Collect for First Sunday of Advent  

Almighty God, 
 as your kingdom dawns, 
 turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
 light of holiness, 
 that we may be ready to meet you 
 in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
 Post Communion Prayer 
O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

mailto:marianbretthill@yahoo.co.uk
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Readings:  Isaiah 64: 1-9 
[
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
    that the mountains would tremble before you! 
2 

As when fire sets twigs ablaze 
    and causes water to boil, 
come down to make your name known to your enemies 
    and cause the nations to quake before you! 
3 

For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, 
    you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. 
4 

Since ancient times no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 
5 

You come to the help of those who gladly do right, 
    who remember your ways. 
But when we continued to sin against them, 
    you were angry. 
    How then can we be saved? 
6 

All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 
we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
    and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
7 

No one calls on your name 
    or strives to lay hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us 
    and have given us over to

[b]
 our sins. 

8 
Yet you, LORD, are our Father. 

    We are the clay, you are the potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 

Do not be angry beyond measure, LORD; 
    do not remember our sins forever. 
Oh, look on us, we pray, 
    for we are all your people. 
Mark 13: 24-end 
24 

“But in those days, following that distress, 
“‘the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light; 
25 

the stars will fall from the sky, 
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’

[c]
 

26 
“At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 

glory. 
27 

And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2064:1-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18893b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2013&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24743c
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28 
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its 

leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 
29 

Even so, when you see these 
things happening, you know that it

[d]
 is near, right at the door. 

30 
Truly I tell you, this 

generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 
31 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
The Day and Hour Unknown 
32 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 

33 
Be on guard! Be alert

[e]
! You do not know when that time 

will come. 
34 

It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in 
charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35 

“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will 
come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at 
dawn. 

36 
If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 

37 
What I say to you, I 

say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

Living Faith Course 
The next module (4 – Shaping the Church) will start after Christmas on Friday 8

th
 

January, when the tutor will be Richard Smout, a Reader at St Mary's, Carisbrooke, 
and the Island Archivist.  It is the current expectation that this module will also need 
to be conducted by Zoom. 
  
New students are able to join the course at the start of any module, so if you  would 
like to embark on this course (or to find out more about it)  please  contact Rodney 
Fox (r.fox330@btinternet.com or 01983882291). More details can also be found 
on the Diocesan website at https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/mission-

evangelism/living-faith/. 
 
Safe from Harm. We take safeguarding seriously. Before working with children or 
adults at risk in this church, volunteers will have provided references, completed 
DAB checks and agreed to follow CofE practice, for keeping children or adults at 
risk, safe.  St. John’s Safeguarding Officer  is Peter Whitlock.  Contact him on 07881 
950284, peter.whitlock@btinternet.com 
Further Contact details for St John’s Church  
St John’s Road, Newport, PO30 1LN. 01983 522972. 
email: admin@stjohnsnewport.org; Website: www.stjohnsnewport.org  
Facebook: stjohnschurchnewportisleofwight  Wifi password – subject 
Interim Team Rector – Peter Leonard; peter.leonard@portsmouth.anglican.org 
Curate – Hannah Barraclough;  
Church Wardens- Peter Whitlock and Flora Harbidge  
Administrators – Cathy and Mike Green, Liz Thorne, 01983 522972, 
admin@stjohnsnewport.org           Bookings - please contact the Administrator 
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