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Words of welcome or introduction may be said after which 
the Advent candles are lit, and this prayer is used: 
 

 
 People of God awake! 

The day is coming soon 
when you shall see God face to face. 
Remember the ways and the works of God. 
God calls you out of darkness 
to walk in the light of his coming. 
You are God’s children. 
Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ 
today and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

 Hymn 
 

Invitation to confession 

When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in 
darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our 
sins. 
 

God our Father, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 

For turning away from you, 
and ignoring your will for our lives; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 
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For behaving just as we wish, 
without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 

For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 

For living as if we were ashamed 
to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 

All  save us and help us. 
 

The president says  

May the God of love and power 
forgive us and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with 
the words ‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding.  

The Collect for the day is said.  

All  Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

      Old Testament Reading 
 

Psalm (with musical background) 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

Sermon 
 

Prayers 
The Creed 

The president says 

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,     
who took our human nature, died for us and rose 
again? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All  We believe and trust in him. 
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This is the faith of the Church. 
All  This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
To the bidding:  
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 
  The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done,  
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
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Conclusion 

 Hymn 
 

The Dismissal 

May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon us, 
scatter the darkness from before our path, 
and make us ready to meet him when he comes in 
glory; 
and may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 

All  Amen. 
 

 Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
All  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

May the Lord, when he comes, 
find us watching and waiting. 

All  Amen. 

The ministers and people depart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCLI 1591 
 



 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish of 

Newport & 

Carisbrooke 

with Gatcombe 

 



 

9 

 
 

Darkness to Light  

Advent Service 

 

Welcome 
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We meet in the name of God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

The Advent Candle is lit 

 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, 

born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 

born like him to be a king: 

be born in our hearts at Christmas, 

be King of our lives today. 

Amen. 

 

Choir candles are lit from the Advent candles 

Introit:  O come, our world’s Redeemer, 

come 

 

Hymn: Hark, the glad sound 

 

Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes, 

the Saviour promised long: 

let every heart prepare a throne, 

and every voice a song. 
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He comes, the prisoners to release 

in Satan’s bondage held; 

the gates of brass before him burst, 

the iron fetters yield. 

 

He comes, the broken heart to bind, 

the bleeding soul to cure, 

and with the treasures of his grace 

to bless the humble poor. 

 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

thy welcome shall proclaim; 

and heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

with thy beloved name. 
 

Confession 
 

When the Lord comes, 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in 

darkness, 

and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our 

sins. 

cf 1 Corinthians 4.5 
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Heavenly Father, 

you have created a universe of light: 

forgive us when we return to darkness. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, 

you are the light of the world: 

cleanse and heal our blinded sight. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

Holy Spirit, 

you give us light in our hearts: 

renew us in faith and love. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

draw us to himself, 

and cleanse us from all our sins 

that we may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Amen. 

First reading: Genesis 1: 1-5  

In the beginning when God created the heavens 
and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and 
there was light. And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the first day. 
 
Hymn 

 

During the hymn the candles of the people will 
be lit 
 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

Longing for truth, we turn to You. 

Make us Your own, Your holy people 

Light for the world to see. 
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Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

Chorus 

Longing for food, many are hungry 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us Your bread, broken for others 

Shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
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Make us Your building, sheltering others 

Walls made of living stone. 

Chorus 

Many the gift, many the people 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another 

Making Your kingdom come. 

Chorus 

 

Second Reading: Psalm 13 

How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? 

    How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I bear pain in my soul, 

    and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
Consider and answer me, O LORD my God! 

    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep 

of death, 
 and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; 

    my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 
But I trusted in your steadfast love; 

    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
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I will sing to the LORD, 

    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 
 

Anthem: Advent Message 

 

 

Third Reading: Isaiah 45: 2-8 

I will go before you 

    and level the mountains,  
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

    and cut through the bars of iron, 
I will give you the treasures of darkness 

    and riches hidden in secret places, 
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

    the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

    and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 

    I surname you, though you do not know me. 
I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

    besides me there is no god. 
    I arm you, though you do not know me, 

so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
    and from the west, that there is no one besides 
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me; 
    I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

I form light and create darkness, 
    I make weal and create woe; 
    I the LORD do all these things. 

Shower, O heavens, from above, 

    and let the skies rain down righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation may spring up,  

    and let it cause righteousness to sprout up also; 
    I the LORD have created it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hymn: Come, thou long expected Jesus 

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free! 

From our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 
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Israel’s strength and consolation, 

born salvation to impart; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a king; 

born to reign in us for ever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

By thy own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thy all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne 

 
 

Fourth Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-5a 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 

    and his glory will appear over you. 
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Nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; 

    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 

    and your daughters shall be carried on their 

nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought 

to you, 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 

Hymn:  Hark, a trumpet call is sounding 

Hark! a trumpet call is sounding, 

‘Christ is near,’ it seems to say: 

‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 

children of the dawning day!’ 

 

Wakened by the solemn warning, 

let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, her sun, all gloom dispelling, 

shines upon the morning skies. 
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See! the Lamb, so long expected, 

comes with pardon down from heaven; 

let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

one and all to be forgiven. 

 

That, when next he comes in glory 

and the world is wrapped in fear, 

with his mercy he may shield us, 

and with words of love draw near. 

 

Honour, glory, might and blessing 

to the Father and the Son, 

with the everlasting Spirit, 

while eternal ages run! 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Reading: Isaiah 9: 2, 3, 6, 7 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
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    on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Anthem: People Look East 
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Hymn: On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake, and hearken, for he brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings. 

Let every heart be cleansed from sin; 

make straight the way for God within, 

and so prepare to be the home, 

where such a mighty guest may come. 

 

For you are our salvation, Lord, 

our refuge, and our great reward; 

without your grace we waste away, 

like flowers that wither and decay. 

 

To heal the sick, stretch out your hand, 

and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

shine out, and let your light restore 

earth’s own true loveliness once more! 

 

To you, O Christ, all praises be, 

whose advent sets your people free; 

whom with the Father we adore 
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and Holy Spirit evermore! 

 

Sixth Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11, 23, 

24 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, 
brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves know 
very well that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction will come 
upon them, as labour pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and there will be no 
escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for 
that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are 
all children of light and children of the day; we 
are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us 
not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at 
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at 
night. But since we belong to the day, let us be 
sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For 
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God has destined us not for wrath but for 
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are 
awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore 
encourage one another and build up each other, 
as indeed you are doing. 
May the God of peace himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is 
faithful, and he will do this. 
 

Prayers 
 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart! 

 

Watchful at all times, 

let us pray for strength to stand with confidence 

before our Maker and Redeemer. 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice 

and mercy, 

let us pray to the Lord: 



 

25 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That God may establish among the nations 

his sceptre of righteousness, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures 

and recognize him in the breaking of the bread, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That God may bind up the brokenhearted, 

restore the sick 

and raise up all who have fallen, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That the light of God’s coming may dawn 

on all who live in darkness and the shadow of 

death, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
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That, with all the saints in light, 

we may shine forth as lights for the world, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We commend ourselves and all for whom we 

pray 

to the mercy and protection of our heavenly 

Father: 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

Almighty God, 

as your blessed Son Jesus Christ 

first came to seek and to save the lost; 

so may he come again to find in us 

the completion of his redeeming work; 

for he is now alive 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
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Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart! 

X2 

 

 

 

Collect for Advent Sunday 

 

Almighty God, 

as your kingdom dawns, 

turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of 

holiness, 

that we may be ready to meet you 

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Anthem: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 

Gospel Reading: John 3: 16-21 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him. Those who believe 

in him are not condemned; but those who do not 

believe are condemned already, because they have 
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not believed in the name of the only Son of 

God. And this is the judgment, that the light has 

come into the world, and people loved darkness 

rather than light because their deeds were 

evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not 

come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed. But those who do what is true come to 

the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their 

deeds have been done in God.” 

 

Hymn: Lo, He Comes With Clouds 

Descending 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 

once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand, thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

God appears on earth to reign. 

 

Every eye shall now behold him 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

those who set at naught and sold him, 



 

30 

pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

 

Those dear tokens of his Passion 

still his dazzling body bears, 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshippers: 

with what rapture, with what rapture,  

with what rapture,  

gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 

Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

 

Blessing 

 

May God the Father, 
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who loved the world so much that he sent his 

only Son, 

give you grace to prepare for life eternal. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Son, 

who comes to us as redeemer and judge, 

reveal to you the path from darkness to light. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the 

Christ, 

help you bear the fruits of holiness. 

Amen. 

 

The blessing of God almighty; 

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

Be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 
 


